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REVIVAL: In the Christian world revival is often a loaded word. It is loaded with images 
of tent meetings or the modern equivalent, stadium events, rowdy charismania and per-
haps a few shysters. Do I sound pessimist ic? Aren t we all? We have all seen the enter-
tainment indust ry s take on old t ime religion; many of us have at tended meet ings that 
were exciting at the moment but when we got home, we wondered how our wallet got 
so light. Those of us who pray have prayed for revival and in most cases I have to say it 
hasn t arrived yet . We may get lit t le spurts of excitement and hope, only to have our 
excitement die back down to normalcy. Why? What is it we expect when we pray for 
revival ? Let s start by looking at what the word revival means to the English reader.   

 Revival: (f rom Lat in re meaning; again and vivere, to live) it is restorat ion to use, acceptance, ac-
tivity, or vigor after a period of obscurity or quiescence; A new presentation of an old play, movie, op-
era, ballet, or similar vehicle; A time of reawakened interest in religion; A meeting or series of meetings 
for the purpose of reawakening religious faith, often characterized by impassioned preaching and public 
testimony. 
(The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition)   

We see in this def init ion words like REstorat ion and Reawakened . So in order to REvive something, it 
seems it has to have been alive in the past . You can t revive a new thing; it is dead or dying things that 
require revival. How does this apply to us? What is dead or dying around us? Let s look into our owner s 
manual, the Bible and see how this word is used. There are several Old Testament words that can express 
revival or the need for it . The words range in meaning from sorry I got caught to a full blown 

h It is found 
seven times and means to quicken, recover, repair, restore (to life) or revive. We find this word used 
twice in Isaiah 57:15: For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of 
the humble, And to revive the heart of the cont rite ones. In this word from God we see who and what is 
dead or dying, it is those who are not humble and not contrite. Praying friends, I am afraid God may be 
talking to us! Revival does not start with our neighbor or our nation. It is not the Church or the world that 
we need to first be concerned about. Revival must start with us as individuals. It is the relationship we 
maintain with a living God that we are personally accountable for. If we all get that right, I suspect the 
rest will fall into place. (Mat t 6:33): If we are humble and cont rite and spend our t ime in God s presence, 
the Spirit of transforming revival should gush out of us without restraint (John 7:38). Is it?   

OK, so maybe we aren t as humble and cont rite as we ought to be, maybe we aren t spending much or as 
much time as we might with our Father in the high and lofty environment of eternity. Assuming we want 
to, how do we get revived? It is interest ing to note that you will not f ind the word revive or revival in 
the New Testament . Why is that? If revival is of primary importance, why aren t these words used and 
used often? I think we do not f ind a lot of talk about revival because it is not God s intent ion that we 
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For Prayer

   
Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 ext 110 

Emergency Prayer Chain

  
Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 ext 110  
After Hours Call:  
760-443-5899 

Sunday Morning Prayer

 

        Contact: Bill 
        (760) 591-7525 
        9:15 9:55 am  Prayer Chapel 

Prayer Chapel

 

(After Services)   

Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 

Moms in Touch

  

Call for a location near you  
(858) 486-4065 

Weekly Prayer Walk

 

         Contact: Christy 
         (858) 505-2566 
         Every Wed. 5:00 5:45 pm 
          Meet at Gazebo 

Wed. Pre-Service Prayer

  

Contact: Greg Dunn  
Wed.  6:15 6:55 pm,   
Prayer Chapel 

College and Career

  

Contact: Glenn Hirashiki  
(858) 613-7800  
 Thursday 7:00 pm  
 Fellowship Hall 

Men @ Prayer

  

Contact: Elmer Getz  
(858) 675-0500  
Sat. 7:30 8:30 am, F-107 

Prayer for Revival

  

Contact: Candace 
    (858) 565-0314  

Every Other Saturday  
call for location                 

Prayer 
Opportunities Prayer Event 

Calendar 

Sign -ups Needed for  
365 Days of Prayer 

Sign-up to pray and fast for  
Maranatha s  Pastors, Staff  

and Congregation. Prayer runs through September 2006 
Sign-up for your day at the prayer shelf in the foyer.  

Seek God For the City 
March 1, through April 9, 2006  

In drast ic days, pray great things. Each year we 
make available to those at Maranatha Chapel a 40 day 
devotional called Seek God for the City. During this 
time we join with praying Christians across America, 
lifting up our cities, our land and our world for His 
glory.  
www.syatp.org

 


